
I It bigs 

A
t a recent New York Fuhion 
Week Men's show, I noticed a 
woman's unique IPhone cue 
sitting next to me. It had a 
small rose gold skull at each 

comer and was so one-of-a-kind that I had 
to Inquire u to where she found it. As we 
chatted, however. I became even more dis
tracted by this stylish lady's accessories as she 
bent down to retrieve her handbag, the likes 
of which I had never seen before! Imagine 
a large, drawstring tote with sweet braided 
black leather ruffled straps that stretch across 
a begging-to-be-petted leopard print natural 
fur body.To say the least, it had me purring in 
my seat. dying to know where this carry-all 
came from! 

Needless to say, this woman was exceedingly 
polite in putting up with my non-stop ques
tlons about her ensemble and divulged that 
she was in fact the designer of the luxury 
leather handbag brand, Tarryn Simone. It 
was as if I was saying. "Hello new best Mend, 
where have you been all this time?!" After the 
show, I asked her if she'd be free to discuss 
her line in further detail as, lee's face it. when 
you see an "it' bag as gorgeous as this, you 
know it won't be available for long! Soon 
after, I met Tarryn and her lovely mother for 
a chac at her New York City showroom space 
in SoHo. 

After viewing her Incredible display and co� 
lection set up in what I can only describe as 

my dream interior decor scheme (imagine the 
Lonclon EDITION hotel's lobby sec up like a 
loft apartment) of truly beautlful leather hand
bags and small accessories. she shared a bit 
with me of her unique background story and 
how the brand came to be. Som in South 
Africa. but raised In New York. thfs- vivacious 
young woman has drawn inspiration from her 
home contlnent and translated irs beauty in 
tangible, wearable art. "Growing up in South 
Africa. I was surrounded by this incredible 
world of colour and texture that is all-en
compassing. From the landscape to the vast 
open skies to the unique style of the women 
in the cities and townships, which a.re clearly 
Influenced not only by western tradition, but 
also by the amazing beauty of tribal culture, 
I wanted to telegraph this beauty into a 
collection that is at once both elegant and 
functional but also imbued with tlte colours 
and textures and traditions that I grew up 
with and love." 

With so much beauty to draw from, I asked 
why she chose to design handbags and not say 
a clothing or fashion line, what was It In the 
African landscape that so provoked her er& 
ativicy. "When I was a young girl I was in love 
with playing dress u-p. My absolute favourite 
thing was to go into my mother's closet and 
wear her shoes, fur coats, jewellery, and of 
course I never forgot the handbag! My grand
mother had tons of vintage exotic skin bags 
that I used to play with and always loved the 
classic beauty of them. I could be wearing 
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TARRYN szmone 
Dawn Hunt speaks to Tarryn Simone, founder of her 
namesake accessories brand that uses inspiration 
from her place of birth, in South Africa. 






